Prevalence and role of hepatitis C viraemia in haemodialysis patients in Japan.
A second generation assay for antibody to hepatitis C virus (anti-HCV) was used in order to establish the exact prevalence of HCV infection in haemodialysis patients. HCV RNA was sought by the polymerase chain reaction in order to determine whether haemodialysis patients with anti-HCV had been infected with HCV in the past or were presently infected. Of 357 patients, 198 (55.5%) were positive for anti-HCV, compared to 113 (31.7%) positive for original antibody to c100-3 protein (P < 0.001). HCV RNA was detected in 171 (86.4%) of the 198 patients with anti-HCV. Liver dysfunction was found in 63 (17.6%) of all haemodialysis patients. Of these, 55 (87.3%) had HCV infection, one (1.6%) hepatitis B virus infection while, in the remaining seven, the origin was unknown. Thus, in almost all anti-HCV-positive patients, HCV viraemia was present. We conclude that HCV is an important cause of liver disease in haemodialysis patients.